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The dance, like the other women's dances, is simple. The girls form into a circle and sing
songs clapping their hands and rhythmically moving around the gobbi. On the tenth day the
immersion ceremony is done with great pomp and several groups of girls carry their gobbis
and, singing songs on their way, immerse their images in the nearby river or tank.
Batakamma : Batakamma is a festival of the goddesses of Gauri and Laxmi (both called by
the name 'Batakamma') performed by women of all ages during the Dasara festival for ten
days. Right from the preparation of the image of the goddess to its 'nimajjan' (the withdrawing
of the image by immersing it in waters), the rural women folk take great interest and perform
the rites with devotional attention.
There is a legend regarding the Batakamma festival. Dharmanga and Satyavati, rulers of
Chola country, had hundred sons who were killed by enemies. Then both of them went to
the forests and meditated and did penance for a long time. When Laxmi appeared before
them, they requested her to be born as their child. When Laxmi was born, the seven sacred
r$/es appeared and blessed her to live eternally (Batakamma': 'batuku', to live). She was
married to Chakranka (an incarnation of Vishnu) and lived happily ever after.
Whatever be the anthropological and philosophical implications of the legend, Batakamma
remained a deity very dear to women. The Batakamma image is prepared by arranging all
types of flowers in a conical order and on it is placed turmeric paste with 'kumkum' (a symbol
of womanhood) and decorated with flowers. It is around this image women circunrvambulate
and sing songs by clapping their hands to the rhythm of the songs.
Boddemma : Boddemma dance, at the Boddemma Festival, is celebrated by unmarried
girls. If Batakamma festival is celebrated during the first ten days of the month of Aswayuj,
the Boddemma festival Is fcelebrated nine days before that and concludes on the Mahalaya
Amavasya day- Thus Batakamma is a continuaion of the Boddemma festival,
The image of Boddemma (the 'young goddess') is prepared with a special kind of mud
in five layers. On it is placed a vessel (kalasam) which is decorated with flowers. It is
ceremoniously brought out into the front yard of the house and all the girls of the neighbourhood
sing songs in praise of Boddemma. The refrain of most of the songs is "Chandamama''.
Besides songs on Gauri and Laxmi, other stories of mythological importance are also sung
during the festival.
The circular movement around the image of Boddemma and the clapping of hands as a
rhythm are common both to Boddemma and Batakamma dances. The images are dried and
on the ninth day milk and newly harvested rice are mixed and cooked on dried cow dung as
an offering to the deity,
Puli Vesham (Tlgar dance) : PuliV&sam is a popular entertainment in Andhra villages. Also
known as Veta (hunting) Nrityam', the form is one of those that imitate animals and recreate
the feeling of an ancient man fighting his way through the terrifying experiences of confronting
and overcoming the beasts of the forests.